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SPECIAL REPORTS
I.

Japan-United States Friendship Commission

The question of library support by the Japan-U. S. Friendship Commission for
Japanese collections in the United States was a topic that generated con
siderable interest at the 1977 annual meeting of the Committee on East Asian
Libraries and the CEAL Subcommittee on Japanese Materials held last March in
New York. On the basis of information and opinions expressed at the latter
meeting, the Subcommittee on Japanese Materials resolved to prepare and
submit to the CEAL Chairperson for presentation to the Friendship Commission
a series of recommendations on guidelines for the use of the Commission
Trust Fund for the support of Japanese Collections in the U. S.
(CEAL Bulletin
No. 53, pp. 13-15). After consulting widely with representative Japanese
collections throughout the U. S., the CEAL Subcommittee drew up a number of
recommendations which it forwarded to the CEAL Chairperson, Eugene Wu. In
a letter of September 7, 1977, to Mr. Francis B. Tenny, Executive Director
of the Japan-U. S. Friendship Commission, Mr. Wu duly submitted for the
Commission's consideration the Subcommittee's recommendations, which read
as follows:
General Remarks
(1) Libraries receiving financial assistance from the Commis
sion must agree to provide easy and ready access to their
collections by scholars from other institutions.
(2) Projects supported by the Fund should place maximum
emphasis on the sharing of resources. Such projects can be
most effective when not duplicating work in progress at other
insitutions, while taking full advantage of all other efforts,
on-going or planned, at the national, regional, and local
levels. Whether related to a lending library, a union catalog,
or a microfilming program, insofar as possible a project should
be national rather than local in scope. In the national and
regional context, coordination and cooperation are the key
to the solution of common problems facing the East Asian library
community. Projects involving only Japanese-language materials,
when such projects can logically be made a part of a larger
East Asian program such as a national union catalog, would
prove to be not only very expensive, but ineffective as well.
(3) Funds should not be invested in projects which are too
experimental in nature or which may be covered by other
broader projects in time.
(4) Since Commission funds for library support are limited,
support should not be spread too thin; some selective con
centration of effort may be desirable.
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Some Areas of Needs
(1) Collection Development. Financial problems, especially
those relating to acquisitions budgets, are becoming increasingly
critical. Many collections are barely able to cover the current
scholarly publications coming out of Japan, not to speak of
retrospective acquisitions to fill in gaps in their existing
holdings. If grants for acquisitions were given by the
Commission, collections receiving such grants would be expected
to cooperate nationally and regionally in building their
collections, in interlibrary lending, and in other aspects of
library operations. Grants for acquisitions might be made on a
matching basis, with due consideration being given to the
possible impact of such grants upon national planning designed
to maintain "major" Japanese collections at key institutions.
(2) Access. Accessibility to scholars at other institutions
of the resources of grant recipient collections must be provided
for. This could be done by setting up a fund to defray the cost
of interlibrary loans, and to provide travel grants to scholars
to do research at grant recipient libraries of their choice.
(3) Research and Travel Grants for Librarians Working with
Japanese Materials in American Libraries. Such grants would
enable such personnel to gain specialized experience with
Japanese materials of library work with the view to improving
their knowledge, skills, and effectiveness as professional
librarians. Occasional exposure to the book trade and the
library community in Japan is very important to curators and
bibliographers of Japanese collections.
(4) Fellowship Grants to Visiting Scholars from Japan.
Fellowships enabling Japanese scholars specializing in Japanese
history, literature, or the social sciences to visit Japanese
collections in the United States would seem to be an effective
way of strengthening these collections. As consultants, these
visiting scholars could appraise collections and provide indepth acquisitions advice. By working closely with these
scholar specialists, u . S. librarians could benefit immensely
from the visitors' up-to-date knowledge and expertise in various
subject disciplines.
Mr. Wu also noted the concern expressed by many of the librarians consulted
with the definition of a "major" Japanese collection and indicated that
CEAL would find it very helpful if the Commission would make known its
working definition of this term.
In a letter of acknowledgment to Mr. Wu, dated October 25, Mr. Tenny
stated that the CEAL recommendations on the use of funds for library
support had been distributed to other members of the Japan-U. S.
Friendship Commission and had been an important factor in the Commission's
deliberations on library support policy in its meeting of October 3, 1977.
Mr. Tenny also outlined the present position of the Commission respecting
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library support:
We believe that the modest resources of the Friendship Com
mission should be used to assist the East Asian libraries in
the movement towards a national approach to cooperation, burden
sharing, easy access, and national or regional collection of
the less-used materials.
Such an approach will take time. The Commission does not wish
to withhold aid currently available while waiting for new
developments to mature. We have decided to make grants of one
time, current-year aid, while we work with the libraries for a
new approach by this time next year.
The interim arrangements adopted by the Commission for this year only
provide for an award of $60,000 to Columbia University for sharing on
a mutually agreeable plan among Harvard, Yale, Princeton, and Columbia;
an award of $30,000 to Michigan and Chicago jointly for a shared program
of cooperation; and $30,000 to Berkeley and Stanford for a shared
program. Because of their relative isolation, the Universities of
Washington and Hawaii will each be awarded directly grants of $15,000.
However, before making these awards, the Commission will ask each of the
participating universities to provide it with a statement, to be incor
porated in the grant agreement, specifying briefly:
(1) how the funds
will be used; (2) how coordination in the selection of materials will be
achieved with nearby universities, in order to avoid duplication; and
(3) what services will be available, and on what terms, to scholars in
non-participating universities and colleges within the region.
In the meantime, the Commission intends to form a small group representing
various constituencies to conduet an informal one-time study during the
calendar year 1978 and to provide general advice to the Commission on the
allocation of approximately $200,000 per annum which will be available
for the support of Japanese collections in U. S. Libraries. The constit
uencies represented would include academics and librarians at the "major"
collections; those interested in innovative and national approaches to
library problems; and middle-range university libraries where Commission
support would not necessarily be provided on an institution by institution
basis, but on the basis of national projects which would benefit
individual scholars wherever they might be.
On the question of a working definition for "major" collection, Mr. Tenny
reported that the Commission will focus its priorities on the development
of a national library system that can provide ready access to rarely-used
materials in Japanese for scholars everywhere in the United States. The
Commission feels that such a system would not be well served by increasing
duplication among collections and that decisions based solely on the
interpretation of the words "major collection" would not be useful taken
out of the context of a national approach to service to scholars of
Japanese.
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II. National Peking Library in PRC Press.
For many years PRC publications have contained very little information
about libraries on the mainland. An article recently appearing in Kuang
ming jih pao (Peking) hence assumes some importance as a possible portent
of a period of relatively greater official concern with the development
of Chinese libraries.
Page four of the October 10, 1977, edition of Kuang ming jih pao carries
the report "The New Atmosphere in National Peking Library." After predict
ably charging the "gang of four" with having seriously discouraged reading
in the last few years, the article paints a glowing portrait of the heavy
use of National Peking Library in recent months as a center for the study
of scientific and technical publications. The article characteristically
does not depict a concern with the use of nonscientific literature.
When the "gang of four" was propagating the view that "the more knowledge
one has, the more reactionary one becomes," Chinese citizens were afraid
to visit a library, the article reports. Now that the gang has been toppled
and Chairman Hua and the Central Committee are striving for the moderni
zation of China, readers are flocking to National Peking Library. Some of
the readers are so enthusiastic that they arrive in the pre-dawn hours to
get a good place in the line; others forego their lunch and nap times to
continue their studies. The readers are said to include researchers from
scientific units, personnel from government agencies and the People's
Liberation Army, workers, teachers, young people, and children, all groups
whose support is being energetically sought by the Hua administration.
The article provides some interesting statistics. The number of scientific
research personnel coming to the National Peking Library as readers in the
first half of 1977 increased 40 percent over the same figure for the first
half of 1976. Book circulation was up more than 16 percent. In the first
six months of this year 24 percent more military personnel and staff members
of government agencies were readers than in the first half of 1976. Reader
ship among young people and children was up 35 percent. In an open-shelf
reading room for scientific and technical periodicals, readership had in
creased 20 percent. All readers are characterized as being avidly
interested in scientific and technical publications.
In order to accommodate the increased demand for materials, the National
Peking Library has extended its daily hours of service by two hours,
increased its subscriptions to both Chinese and foreign scientific and
technical literature, and stepped up its purchase of books. Another
measure has been to expand the scope of materials available for loan.
Finally, the National Peking Library has held sessions for the discussion
of materials on natural science and staged exhibits of new foreign
publications.
(Tao-tai Hsia)
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